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Goals for Today

3-D Graphic Organizers? 
Why-How-When do we use them?
Types of and Create models
Brainstorm your uses for 
Ɓteaching
Ɓorganizing information
Ɓformatively assessing
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And then some more.



On brightly-colored paper students will show
varied ways to address vocabulary, make content 
connections, practice mathematical skills with use 
of pictures, math tools  and strategies.

These types of graphic organizers make memorable 
teaching moments for students to interact with 
new and old knowledge to increase their skills and 
understandings.

As teachers, it provides us with evidence of learning 
(without using worksheets) and student products to 
display!



Graphic Organizer Research

Help students see connections within 
content.
Visual-kinesthetic learning which 
supports the current thinking on brain-
based education.
Note-taking aid/stores information.
Becomes a habit for learning.

Dinah Zike, Foldables
Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey,  Authors 
and Professors at San Diego State Univ.



For Graphic Organizers to Be 
LŮŮŖňǢŻȁŖɳ

Taught with specific types/styles in 
mind, and then students choose which 
type best suit the situation.
Should promote interactionamong 
students.

Dinah Zike, Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey



ÅEasier for students to grasp math concepts
ÅStudent-made study guides
ÅCreative format for projects, research and computation
ÅReplace teacher-generated with student-generated 

materials
ÅCompare/Contrast, Cause/Effect, Similarities/Differences
ÅImmerse into previously learned vocabulary within a 

context of new info
ÅGraphs, tables, charts, models, and diagrams (like Venn)
ÅMath Journaling
ÅAlternative assessment
ÅIntegrate language arts, science and social studies into 

mathematics
ÅStudent ownership of the math curriculum

Dinah Zike

Why
?



Getting Started with Ideas:
Spend time looking at an 
upcoming unit.

Vocabulary
Key Concepts

Challenging Skills
Make Connections

Review
Practice

Assess Learning



Half Sheet-
Sized Booklet
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Two sheets of 
paper, fold in 
AT THE SAME 
TIME into 
halves, 
ʓŶĬƛŇǪǎůŖǎ 
ǖǢȈƒŖɷʔ

On the fold 
side, make two 
notches with 
your scissors 
about an 1/8 of 
inch into the 
paper and 1 
inch on either 
side of the 
paper.

1 inch from the top.

1/8 inch into the fold.

1 inch from the bottom.



Separate.  Now to cut.
Red lines are cut lines.  
Cut only a SLIVER OF THE 
PAPER AWAY.

When you open 
up this page, 
there will be a 
hole to slide the 
other paper 
through...

This page you will open 
Ǫǋ ĬƝŏ ǎƨƒƒ ʓŇǪǎǎŻǢƨ ǖǢȈƒŖ 
with the notch made 
rolled INSIDE the tube 
you make.   Do not roll 
tightly.  Insert into the 
hole of the other sheet 
and gradually open it up 
to glide it to place to 
make the booklet...



Now you have your own no tape, 

glue or staples booklet that you 

can write notes in!  You can 

certainly add more pages if you 

wish...just make more ñburrito-

styleò pages, roll them together 

and ease in the original page 

with the large hole.  

Label the front of your booklet 

with ñ3-D Graphic Organizers.ò  
The label, etc. on the outside is the main idea; inside is scaffolded instruction.



As you plan to use 3-D graphic 
ƨǎůĬƝŻȒŖǎǖɲ ŮŻƝŏ ʓůǎƨǪǋŻƝůǖʔ ƨŮ 
knowledge that students need to 
learn.

2s? 3s? 4s? 5s...?  



Teach, 
Organize, 
Assess

Discuss some 

concepts that seem 

to be challenges for 

your students. What 

are they?  Group 

them in 2s, 3s, 4s, 

5s...  Share with each 

other.  Write your 

ideas inside page 1 

of your new booklet!

Turn and talk.



Door or Tab Models
2-, 3-, 4-, 5-, 6-ɳ
Fold to make the proper creases which guide students 
to possible cutting.



cut
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If you donôt want to deal with the 

baggies...



100 
Chart 
3 Door 

Letôs 

makeé

Link

https://drive.google.com/a/maustonschools.org/file/d/0B1Eu5JObgjWAUFhydUJnSHYtX3M/view?usp=sharing


Teach, 
Organize, 
Assess

Now think about how 
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children to organize 

their ideas or 

formatively assess 

with this type of 3 -D 

graphic 

organizer...write in 

your booklet.

Turn and talk.



1 Single 
Sheet 
Mini-Book
no staples or tape or glue...







Time to 
ʓ÷Ĭňƨ cƨƒŏɴʔ



Pyramid(s)

(Tape or 
glue 
needed to 
complete.)



Bring 4 corners of a square 
to the inside to make this.

Luke counted the number of times people 

sharpened their pencils in class for a 

week. He counted: 13, 12, 12, 17, 9 and 

8. Determine the mean (rounded to the 

nearest tenth), median, mode and range

of the numbers.

Problem from commoncoresheets.com problem 

solving 

and 

answer



Shutterfolds
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