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THE  FINAL  STORY : M ATHEMATICS  IN  ACTION  

The 48
th 
Wisconsin Mathematics Councilôs Annual Conference was a big success. Over 

1,500 mathematics educators joined forces to 
learn engaging strategies to put mathematics 
in action in their own educational setting. In 
the Wordsplash to the right, we thought we 
would share some of the highlights from the 
keynote sessions and workshops. Take a 
moment to pick out the major themes. 
 
 

Whether you attended one of the five pre-conference workshops, twelve keynote 
presentations, or over 200 sessions, one major theme we saw was implementing high 

leverage teaching strategies in order to engage 
students in hands-on activities. Maybe you 
networked while you listened to the Ignite 
session, participated in the Celebrate WMC 
event, or tweeted with colleagues in order to 
discuss ideas on how to support learning and 
build understanding in the math classroom.  As 
you found ways to promote productive struggle, 
orchestrate the classroom discussion, or 
integrate high cognitive demand tasks, we hope 
that you took home with you the overall theme 
of putting mathematics into action. 

 

As the conference planners, we would like to personally thank all of the volunteers that 
made the conference a success. We would also like to thank all of the Wisconsin educators  
who shared their expertise with us during the three-day professional development event. If 
you were unable to attend, you will find handouts from selected presentations on the WMC 
website at http://wismath.org/2016-Annual-Conference-Speaker-Materials. 
 

We hope to inspire you to attend the 49
th
 WMC Annual Conference, Empowering 

Mathematical Learning through Assessment. We promise that this conference will 
be ñhip to be squareò! 
 

Jennifer Kosiak and Maggie McHugh 
Annual Conference Co-Chairs 

 

Pre -conference ƀ May 4, 2016 
Green Lake Conference Center  
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At the beginning of May, the 
Wisconsin Mathematics Council held 
itôs 48

th
 Annual Conference with the 

theme of Mathematics in Action. To 
me, this conference was about 
learning how to engage students in 
mathematics through high-level tasks. 

As I examined what I learned throughout the three-day 
professional development event, I began to think about 
mathematics in action through the lens of a student-
centered classroom. So I pondered what participants 
learned about over the three days.  Here are 16 tweets I 
discovered from the WMC Twitter feed (#wismath16). 
 

1. Number paths for K-2 students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Visual, pictorial is the key to everything, and no visual 
model is stronger than a ten frame. 

 

3. I love math arguments. They are beautiful! They 
foster great discourse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Discourse is not randomémove beyond show and tell 
by orchestrating a classroom discussion 

 

5. Problem solving circles are a brilliant process for 
fostering discourseéuse sentence stems such as I 
noticeé One pattern I see isé I need to drawé This 
reminds me ofé 

 

6. Do you play with quantities? True or False 
Statements? 

 5 + 4 + 11 = 5 + 5 + 10 
   

(continued on page 8) 
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WISCONSIN  TEACHER  OF  MATHEMATICS   

FALL  2016 J OURNAL  

The Wisconsin Teacher of Mathematics welcomes 
submissions for the Fall 2016 issue. We encourage articles 
from a broad range of topics related to the teaching and 
learning of mathematics. In particular, we seek submissions 
that: 
 
§ Present engaging tasks that can be implemented in the 

Pk-12 classroom. 
§ Connect mathematics education research and theory to 

classroom practice. 
§ Showcase innovative uses of technology in the 

classroom. 
§ Focus on work with preservice teachers in the field. 
§ Discuss current issues or trends in mathematics 

education. 
 
Other submissions not focusing on these strands are also 
welcome. If you have questions or wish to submit an article for 
review, please email Josh Hertel (jhertel@uwlax.edu) or visit 
the WMC website for more information (http://
www.wismath.org/Write-for-our-Journal). The submission 
deadline for the Fall 2016 issue is September 2 , 2016. 
 
Wisconsin Teacher of Mathematics, the official journal of 
the Wisconsin Mathematics Council, is published twice a year.  

Annual WMC membership includes a one-year subscription to 
this journal and to the Wisconsin Mathematics Council 
Newsletter. 
 

The Wisconsin Teacher of Mathematics is a forum for the 
exchange of ideas.  Opinions expressed in this journal are 
those of the authors and may not necessarily reflect those of 
the Council or editorial staff. 
 

Manuscripts may be submitted at any time. 
§ All manuscripts are subject to a review process.  
§ Include the authorôs name, address, telephone, email, 

work affiliation and position. 
§ Manuscripts should be double-spaced and submitted 

in .doc or .docx format. 
§ Embed all figures and photos. 
§ Send an electronic copy of the manuscript to 

jhertel@uwlax.edu. 
 

Direct all correspondence to: 
Wisconsin Mathematics Council 
W175 N11117 Stonewood Dr., Ste. 204 

Germantown, WI  53022 
Phone:  262-437-0174 È Fax:  262-532-2430 
E-mail:  wmc@wismath.org È Web:  www.wismath.org 
 

The submission deadline for the Fall 2016 issue is 
September 2, 2016. 

2 May 2016 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT ñLEARNING  ABOUT  MATHEMATICS  IN  ACTION  
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UPDATES  FROM  THE  WMC A NNUAL   

MEETING  

The WMC Board of Directors held its 2016 Annual 
Meeting on May 5 at the WMC Annual  Conference in 
Green Lake, WI. Meeting highlights included: 
 
§ Reviewed WMC's strategic plan for the 2016-2017 
school year and beyond, with a focus on 
communication, specifically the member newsletter 
and Twitter presence; professional development 
including MPES, Annual Conference, and PtA book 
study; and advocacy and leadership, creating 
Family Math Night materials and connecting with 
Special Interest Groups, such as WiMLC.  

 
§ Announced the results of the 2016 election and new 
Board members. 

 
§ Provided updates on the 2016 MPES (Mathematics 
Proficiency for Every Student) conferences. The 
themes will be Discourse and Productive Struggle, 
and they will take place in LaCrosse and Oshkosh. 

 
§ Announced WMEF Scholarship and State Math 
Contest winners. 

 

 
 

Name and Title Adam Paape 
College/University Representative 
 

Position I am an Assistant Professor of 
Education at Concordia University 
Wisconsin, where I teach courses in 
math education (Number Sense to 
Early Childhood and Elementary Majors 
and Curriculum and Methods of 
Instruction in Middle/Secondary 
Mathematics), College Algebra, and 
Foundations of Education.  I also 
supervise all of our Secondary 
Mathematics majors in their student 
teaching experiences.  
 

Experience I have been at Concordia for six years.  
Prior to my service at Concordia, I 
taught at Sheboygan Lutheran High 
School for seven years and at 
Ridgefield High School in Ridgefield, 
Washington for three years.  
 

Education I have a BA in Secondary Mathematics 
and an MS in Educational 
Administration from Concordia 
University Wisconsin.  I also have an 
Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from 
George Fox University in Newberg, 
Oregon.   
 

Family My beautiful bride, Darcy, and I have 
been married for close to nine years.  
She also works at Concordia as the 
director of our Womenôs Leadership 
Institute.  We have two daughters in 
elementary school.  

Personal 
Interests 

When Iôm not working, I enjoy playing 
basketball, watching any Wisconsin 
sports team, and playing with my kids.   
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YOUR  WMC B OARD  OF  DIRECTORS  

Get to know the members of the WMC Board of 
Directors.  A different Board member is featured in each 
issue.  We hope you enjoy learning about your WMC 
Board! 

 

 

It might be one of the last days  

of the year that ends up  

mattering the most.   

Make every minute count!  

~ Anonymous  

Have a great summer!  

2016 -2017 WMC E LECTION  RESULTS  

TREASURER 
Wendy Meyer, Edgerton High School, Edgerton 

GRADES 3-5 REPRESENTATIVE 
Michelle Butturini, Reedsville Elementary/Middle School, 
Reedsville  

GRADES 9-12 REPRESENTATIVE 
Tammy Moynihan, Oconto Falls High School, Oconto Falls  

SUPERVISOR/ADMINISTRATOR REPRESENTATIVE 
Amy Vesperman, Wisconsin Heights School District, 
Mazomanie  



WMC H ONORS  MCLEOD , 2016  

DISTINGUISHED  EDUCATOR  

Congratulations to Dr. Kevin 
McLeod, WMCôs 2016 Distinguished 
Mathematics Educator award 
recipient.  
 
McLeod, a mathematician from the 
University UW-Milwaukee, has 
mathematics in his genetic make-up. 
He is the son of a well-respected 

mathematician who worked at the University of Oxford 
for many years. His upbringing began in England, but 
he found himself in grades 2 and 9 in the  Madison 
Public Schools when his father spent sabbatical time at 
the University of Wisconsin. After graduating from 
school in England, Kevin completed his doctorate at the 
University of Minnesota and post-doctoral work at 
Indiana University.  
 
In 1987, he accepted a position as Assistant Professor 
of Mathematics at the UW-Milwaukee. In Kevinôs own 
words, he described his trek back to Wisconsin,  
 

ñI became a Packer fan then ð  it was hard to be a 7-
year -old boy in Madison in 1964 and not become a 
Packer fan ð and I tell people that it took me many 
years, but I finally worked my way back to Packer 
country.ò  

 
McLeod is not your typical mathematician. He has 
ventured into the world of PK-12 classrooms, working 
with pre-service and in-service teachers through various 
grants and projects at UWM, WMC, the Brookhill 
Institute of Mathematics, and the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction. He has been active in the 
development and rollout of state standards, and at the 
ready when the Wisconsin State Legislature held 
Common Core hearings around the state. He often 
waited countless hours to testify. 
 

(continued on page 7) 
 
 

2016 WMEF 

SCHOLARSHIP  

RECIPIENTS  

The Wisconsin Mathematics Education Foundation 
proudly presented the 2016 scholarship recipients their 
certificates and checks at the ñCelebrate WMCò event 
held in conjunction with the 48

th
 Annual Conference in 

Green Lake.  The following excerpts are from the 
recipientsô applications and letters of recommendation. 

 

 

SISTER  MARY  PETRONIA  VAN  STRATEN  

SCHOLARSHIP  RECIPIENT  

Kelsey Kutzke, UW -La Crosse, La Crosse  

 

Kelsey Kutzke is an elementary 
education major at UW-La Crosse and 
this yearôs Sister Mary Petronia Van 
Straten Scholarship recipient.  According 
to her professors, Kelsey consistently 
demonstrates a solid understanding of 
the mathematics content in the 

classroom as well as pedagogical knowledge that is 
representative of an effective teacher.   She is eager to 
participate in class discussion, takes her schoolwork 
seriously, and always has a creative way of teaching. 
 

Kelsey has been involved in tutoring students three 
days a week and conducting research centered on 
teaching for social justice.   She is also a member of 
the Golden Key Club, an academic honor society at 
UW-La Crosse. As a member, Kelsey is actively 
involved in both campus and community service 
projects.    
 

Kelsey shows a commitment to teaching that is focused 
on developing studentsô understanding of mathematics, 
the basis for  being an outstanding educator.  
Congratulations, Kelsey! 
 

ETHEL  A. N EIJAHR  SCHOLARSHIP  

RECIPIENTS  

Madison Calteux, Carroll University, Waukesha  

 
Madison Calteux is a mathematics 
education major   completing her 
secondary education licensure at 
Carroll University and one of this yearôs 
Ethel A. Neijahr Scholarship recipients.   
According to her professors, Madison 
demonstrates curiosity, deep thinking, 
and reflective practice.  She is an 

active participant in class, questioning assumptions, 
offering her point of view, and applies what she learns.  
As a pre-service teacher, she has an enthusiasm for 
helping her students to not only understand math, but 
to be truly engaged in mathematical thinking and 
problem solving.   
 

Madison has served as a Math 101 tutor at Carroll for 
five semesters and she also tutors 6

th
 grade students,  

developing reviews, anticipating areas of student 
difficulty, creating lessons and working with her  
students to improve study strategies.   She volunteers 
in the STEM for Girls program, a cooperative  effort 
 
Continued on page 8 
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MPES C ONFERENCE  UPDATE  

The 7
th 
Annual Wisconsin Mathematics Council's Math-

ematical Proficiency for Every Student (MPES) con-
ferences are moving to two new locations!   
   

§ October 19-20, 2016ðStoney Creek Inn, Onalaska 
§ November 2-3, 2016ðBest Western Premier Wa-
terfront Hotel, Oshkosh 

 

WMC will be bringing together national 
and state presenters for both days at 
each location.  Day 1 will focus on dis-
course and will feature Elizabeth Hughes, 
University of Northern Iowa,  in La Crosse 
and Nancy C. Anderson, Milton Academy, 
in Oshkosh.  Day 2 will focus on Produc-
tive Struggle & Problem Solving and will 
feature Robert Berry, University of Virgin-
ia in both locations.   
 

Each day will include PK-12 keynotes and 
grade-specific breakout sessions focusing 
on these important topics.  Conference 
attendees will have the opportunity to col-
laborate with colleagues, write and share 
mathematical tasks that can be integrated 
into curriculum, and gain information im-
portant to current needs for schools in 
Wisconsin.   
 

   Watch for more information about the 
MPES conferences this spring on the WMC website at 
wismath.org.  
 

Wendy Meyer and Amy Traynor 
Conference Program Co-Chairs 
 

WMEF IS  IN  

GROWTH  MODE  

The Wisconsin Mathematics 
Education Foundation 
(WMEF) was founded in 2010 in order to support math 
education in the State of Wisconsin.  We are growing in 
the amount of donations each year, we are increasing 
the number of ways we invest in math educators (see 
below), and we are also expanding in the number of 
ways that fellow educators can get involved in the or-
ganization. 
 

We need new members on our Board of Directors.  Our 
bylaws mandate that Directors rotate off the Board after 
serving two, three-year terms, and we are looking for 
new members to join the team.  Directors meet two or 
three times per year on a Saturday to provide vision 
and direction to the organization.  Most directors also 
take on a special project that would require a commit- 
 

ment to an area of interest during the year.  The direc-
tors routinely discuss issues that arise via email. 
 

We have committees (including chairpersons) in place 
to select winners for our Arne Engebretsen Scholarship  

WWW.WISMATH.ORG 
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2016 WMC S TATE  MATH  CONTESTS   

The WMC State Math Contests were once again a 
great success. Thirty-two high schools and 35 middle 
schools participated in the contest this year.  Congratu-
lations to all schools and top scoring individuals! 
 

The top scoring high schools are as follows:  

The top scoring middle schools are as follows:  

Class AA Team (Advisor)  Class B Team (Advisor)  

1st Place:  Madison West 
High School   (Ed Boldon) 

1st Place:  Chilton High 
School  (Alan Rudig)  

  

2nd Place:  James Madison  
Memorial High School  
(Kevin Hodgson) 

2nd Place:  Ripon High 
School 
 (Janet Holba) 

Class A Team (Advisor)   Class C Team (Advisor) 

1st Place:  Whitefish Bay  
High School   
(Donna Woodnorth & Dave 
Glenn) 

1st Place: Brookfield  
Academy  
(Jennifer Neuenschwander)  

  

2nd Place: Port Washington  
High School  
(Eric Carlson)  

2nd Place: St. Lawrence  
Seminary High School   
(Jamie Stephanie) 

Class AA Team (Advisor)  Class B Team (Advisor)  

1st Place:  DeLong Middle 
School  Eau Claire  (Karen 
Wajda & Joel Southworth)                                                                                             

1st Place:  Lake Shore  
Middle School  Mequon-
Thiensville   (Kelly Lam)  

  

2nd Place:  Parkview Middle 
School   
(Samantha Boushley) 

2nd Place:  New Berlin  
Eisenhower Middle School 
 (Alyssa Bauer) 

Class A Team (Advisor)   Class C Team (Advisor) 

1st Place:  Hamilton Middle 
School  (Loi Nguyen) 

1st Place: Poynette School 
(Leah Preiss)  

  

2nd Place: Slinger Middle 
School   (Jennifer Metke)  

2nd Place: Richmond 
School-Susex  
(Amy Benotch & Donna 
Held) 

Continued on page 7 
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25 Y EAR  AWARD  RECIPIENTS  HONORED  

Every year, WMC recognizes its members who have 
served as educators for 25 years or more with its 25 
Year Award.  This yearôs recipients were honored at the 
ñCelebrate WMCò reception on May 5, 2016.   
 

Those achieving this milestone include:  
 

§ Vicki Gjovik, School District of New Richmond, New 
New Richmond 

§ Janet Holba, Ripon High School, Ripon 
§ Mary Ann Hudziak, CESA 6, Oshkosh 
§ Michael King, St. Francis High School, St. Francis 
§ Patricia Koch, McFarland High School, McFarland 
§ Michele Laufer, Badger Middle School, West Bend 
§ Michael Tamblyn, Whitewater High School,  
 Whitewater 

 

Thank you for your years of dedicated service in mathe-
matics education! 

 

J ANE  BRAUER  EDUCATION  GRANT   

RECIPIENTS  SELECTED , A TTEND   

CONFERENCE  

Five teachers received a Jane Brauer Educational 
Grant, supported by the Wisconsin Mathematics Education 
Foundation and Mc-Graw Hill Education Group.   

 

Recipients included: Young Mi Lee 
and Kathryn OôConnor, Reagan IB 
High School, Milwaukee, Emily Linton 
and Lisa OôBrien, New Directions 
Learning Community,     Kaukauna, 
and Andrea Peterson, Little Wolf Jr/
Sr High School, Manawa.  
 

The grant provided financial support for these educa-
tors to attend at the 2016 WMC Annual Conference.  
Congratulations to this yearôs recipients! 
 
(DME continued from page 4) 
 

At UWM, McLeod has worked with several schools and 
districts in and around Milwaukee, and is active in 
teaching content courses and partnering with col-
leagues to develop math education courses. When de-
scribing his work with teachers, Melissa Hedges wrote, 
 

ñI can remember early on when many of us elemen-
tary teachers were working on finishing our course-
work, securing our 400 license (middle school teach-
ing that is!), and we had Kevin for our algebra classes 
and calculus. A research mathematician teaching a 
bunch of elementary and middle school teachers ad-
vanced algebra and calculus...a sign of bravery! We 
were a fun, but I am sure challenging, group for him 

because we really wanted to understand why math 
"worked" ð we really wanted to make sense of things 
ð and what was really terrific is that he wanted us to 
understand, as well.ò 

 
McLeod worked with a team of state mathematics lead-
ers to articulate Wisconsinôs Vision and Guiding Princi-
ples for Teaching and Learning. While wordsmithing the 
vision for how mathematics should be experienced, 
mathematician McLeod wanted to be sure that students 
experienced and appreciated the beauty of mathemat-
ics and insisted the word beautiful be included. The fi-
nal statement ended up being ñMathematics should be 
experienced as coherent, connected, intrinsically inter-
esting, and relevant. ï which translates to BEAUTI-
FUL.ò  
 
Beth Schefelker and Melissa Hedges summed up 
McLeodôs passion for mathematics: 
 
ñKevin was the Math Practices before the CCSSM 
Practices. The Milwaukee Mathematics Partnership 
was so lucky to have him work with us. His attention 
to precision to helping us develop math assessments 
is saintly.  He gave up many weekends to work close-
ly with middle and high school teachers in Milwau-
kee.  I remember many research people sharing with 
us how unusual it was for the math education depart-
ment and the math department from a University to 
be working together.    

 
What we can say is that Kevin LOVES this work. He 
says "yes" to so much because he believes in it ð he 
also says "yes" because he loves it! Kevin is willing to 
help anyone with a math problem as long as there is 
a beer in his hand and a soccer game on the TV.ò 

 
Congratulations to Dr. Kevin McLeod, the 2016 WMC 
Distinguished Mathematics Educator! 
 

CONGRATS , C ONFERENCE  TWITTER  

WINNERS ! 

Congratulations to the winners of the WMC Annual 
Conference Twitter Contest!  Each day, two winners 
were selected to receive a t-shirt, one year WMC mem-
bership and membership pin.  This yearôs winners in-
clude: 
§ Kristine Gettelman, Milwaukee Public Schools 
§ Jessica Kachur, Kenosha Unified School District 
§ Dawn Walker, First Immanuel Lutheran School 
§ Natasha Rice, West Side Elementary School 
§ Ashley Anderson, Lac du Flambeau Public Schools 
§ Kari Augustine, Mathematics Education Consultant  

WWW.WISMATH.ORG 
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E. Linton & L. OôBrien 



BROOKHILL  INSTITUTE  

OF  MATHEMATICS  

UPDATES  

§ Registration for 2016 WSMI 
Summer Institutes is still open, but courses are 
filling quickly! For a list of course offerings by 
location, visit http://www.wsmi.net/professional-
development/institutes. This year districts are able 
to register teachers at a flat rate of $200 per 
teacher. Due to high enrollment at some of our 
locations, we have added eight K-8 sessions to 
accommodate as many participants as possible. We 
hope to see you this summer!  

 
§ The Brookhill Institute welcomes three new staff 
members; Sherry Bucholtz, Kathryn Leverenz, and 
Eric Kanters. Sherry, who is our new Administrative 
Assistant, is handling all our WSMI summer 
registrations, accounts receivable and payables. 
Kathryn joins us as our new Executive Director, 
while Eric joins as our fourth Mathematics Program 
Specialist.  

 
§ For more information and updates, check out 
www.wsmi.net.  
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WMC members include all levels of teachers from pre-kindergarten to university instructors, 
mathematics teacher leaders, administrators, and 
mathematics specialists.  Anyone whose goal is to 
improve mathematics education in his or her classroom, 
building, district, or state is welcome to join.    
 

WMC supports its members to improve their professional 
effectiveness and their mathematical skills through  

§ Professional Development  
§ Publications  
§ Recognition  
§ Student Activities  
§ Networking  
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WMEF continued from page 5 
 
for high school seniors, and for our Sister Mary Petro-
nia van Straten and Ethyl Neijar Scholarships for col-
lege students entering math education.  However, we 
are in need of a Scholarship Coordinator, who would 
serve as the liaison between the selection committees, 
the Board of Directors, and our office staff.  This posi-
tion would not require a great amount of time, but 
would require someone who would keep track of dead-
lines for advertisement, applications, committee recom-
mendations, 
 
In addition, we need someone to serve as our webmas-
ter.  The WMEF website, wmefonline.org, needs peri-
odic updating as people donate to our cause, and is an 
important source of information and applications for 
people who want to take advantage of scholarships, 
grants, and awards that we give.   
 

If you are interested in any of these positions, or have 
questions about any of them, please contact John 
Janty, WMEF Chairperson, at jjanty@charter.net or 
608-238-7830. 

http://www.wsmi.net/professional-development/institutes
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